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Working together we can make our communities safer, save 

money, and others can become responsible citizens. 
 

What is reentry and Why is it Important to us? 
 
Reentry is the process of someone who has been incarcerated returning to 

the community. The person has fulfilled their obligation if they have served all of their sentence or they are 

in the process of completing their sentence while on parole or probation. 
 
Reentry involves the use of programs targeted at promoting the effective reintegration of offenders back to 

communities upon release from prison and jail. Reentry programming, which often involves a comprehensive 

case management approach, is intended to assist offenders in acquiring the life skills needed to succeed in the 

community and become law-abiding citizens. A variety of programs are used to assist offenders in the 

reentry process, including pre-release programs, drug rehabilitation, vocational training, and work programs. 
 
There are many factors any person has when you move from one area to another. Where would you live? 

Where would you work? Who would help you when you needed it? These are questions you would ask      

especially if you made the move very quickly with only what you could carry, and you had limited resources 

to rely on. 
 
A person reentering needs support to get started on the track to being successful in the community. They 

need jobs to make money, to buy housing, get transportation, buy food, etc. When a person is able to work 

and buy those things, the urge to commit a crime to get money, is greatly reduced. 
 
Some have addictions to drugs and alcohol, and support is needed to battle those cravings. Fighting an       

addiction is not easy and may last a lifetime, but with support it can be done. Taking away those addictions 

may prevent many violent crimes as well as economic crimes. 
 
Recidivism is when someone who has been in jail or prison, 

ends up returning to jail or prison due to criminal activity  or 

violations of their parole or release. With proper support, it  

has been shown, the recidivism rate can be lowered  greatly.  

While keeping people out of our prisons and jails is a good 

thing, it is also one of the greatest ways to save tax money     

and many other resources needed to keep a person in a cell. 
 
A productive citizen in the community working to support 

themselves is one of the goals we wish to achieve. 

 

Source: http://www.kentuckyreentry.org/ 
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Calloway County Jail and Probation and    

Parole coordinate to “bridge the gap”.  

Left: Officer Dee Ann Benke  

Right: James Hornbuckle 

James Hornbuckle was enrolled in the PORTAL New Direction reentry 

program but was released before he could complete the course. Chief  

Deputy of Operations DeeAnn Benke was the program facilitator and  

she contacted Adam Wofford from Paducah Probation and Parole.  

Adam has often taken time out to help with our reentry programs.  

When DeeAnn advised him of the situation, Adam agreed to meet with 

James for a few hours so that he could complete the program and receive 

his 90 days of Educational Good Time.  
 
Thanks to DeeAnn for her dedication and her efforts to help detainees help themselves. We also  

want to say thank you to Adam for always being so eager to help our jail. 
 
Last but not least, congratulations to James for completing the class and taking his reentry serious, 

Mr. Hornbuckle expressed his gratitude to both the Calloway Co Jail and Probation and Parole.  He 

was the 1st PORTAL New Direction graduate from Probation & Parole in Calloway Co. 
 
Submitted by: Officer Adam Wofford—District 1– Paducah 

Commissioners Coin Presented: 
 
A Commissioners coin was presented to Probation and Parole Officer, Joy 

Somero from the Hopkinsville Probation and Parole office for outstanding 

work. 
 
For an ex-offender, making an honest living is vital to staying away from 

trouble and staying out of prison. Each needs to understand and overcome 

the challenges he/she may face when going back into the community.    

Officer Somero’s facilitation towards reentry programs has helped         

offenders to understand life goals and afford them the opportunity to make 

the necessary changes in life. At present, graduates of the program have 

maintained full time employment which is a big undertaking that most 

have not accomplished until now. Because of her willingness to put forth the time and effort to 

ensure each client gets the tools to be productive in society, Officer Joy Somero is a great       

example of why re-entry programs are working. This is why Joy Somero is exceptionally         

deserving of the Commissioner’s coin. 

Officer Somero 
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Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 

Helping Reentrants be Informed Consumers 

By: Lisa Lake, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 
 

Do you work or volunteer with people who are restarting their lives after being incarcerated? Then 

you’ve probably seen first-hand how important it is that people reenter society with skills to help 

them make good financial decisions. Effective reentry strategies reduce crime and enhance          

individual and community well-being. The FTC has free materials to help people reentering society 

understand background checks, manage money, spot and avoid scams, avoid identity theft, and 

make good buying decisions. . All FTC resources are free and have no copyright restrictions, and 

we’ll ship you as many as you need for your program. For free. 
 

Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/webinar-helping-reentrants-be-informed-consumers 

 

Information Available: 
 

The FTC’s free materials help reentering and incarcerated consumers learn the basics of managing 

money, spotting and avoiding scams, and making buying decisions that are best for them and their 

families.  

 

Free materials are: 
 

 Getting the Basics—includes managing your money; credit, loans, and debt; and scam and 

identity theft.    
 

 Find a Car– Buying, Leasing, or Renting.   
 

 Rent a Home—What it is; What to know; and What to do 
 

 Meet Your Education Goals-College and Vocational Schools; and Paying for School  
 

 Earn Your Living– Education and Training; Job Hunting; Working from Home; Going into 

Business; and Investments and Grants 
 

 Background Checks: What Job Applicants and Employees Should Know 
 

 Take Back (and Protect) Your Identity 
 
Let Your Voice be Heard 
 
If you spot a scam, tell someone. Then report it to the FTC online, or call 1-877-FTC-HELP. 
 
 
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/feature-0039-reentry-and-corrections-education 

 

 

 

http://www.ftc.gov/bulkorder
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SPOTLIGHT ON REENTRY  

PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICER:  

      NICHOLAS BING,  DISTRICT 16, LOUISVILLE 
Written by: Tera Vincent, District 16, Supervisor 

 
Nicholas “Nick” Bing started with Probation and Parole District 16 (Louisville East) in 2013.  He 

supervised a regular felony caseload, until he became the District’s intake officer in May 2015.  

While serving in that capacity, Officer Bing sought out any training opportunities to enhance his 

abilities and skills as an officer.  This included becoming trained to facilitate Thinking for a 

Change, Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT), Portal New Direction and 24/7 Dads.  Due to chronic 

staffing issues, District 16 has not delivered reentry programming in the last year.  However, this 

shall soon change as Nick became the dedicated programming officer for the District in August 

2016.  He is currently facilitating MRT and Portal New Direction at two local halfway houses.  In 

September, he will begin facilitating Thinking for a Change.  Officer Bing hopes to launch 24/7 

Dads by October, as well as a second group of other programming.  He has been instrumental in 

recruiting his fellow officers in becoming trained in reentry programming and there are now several 

other groups in the planning stages of doing programs.  In 2016 Officer Bing presented to a group 

of local youth who have an incarcerated parent and was able to answer questions for these children.  

His strengths of being likeable, entertaining, knowledgeable and patient has led to these youth 

walking away with a better understanding of how the Division of Probation and Parole works to 

help individuals who are under community supervision.  In addition to all of these efforts, Nick 

serves as a Reentry Liaison, Field Training Officer, Truth in Sentencing officer, and the Security 

Threat Group Coordinator.  He completed the Certificate in Certified Supervisory Essentials in 

2016.  His passion for promoting and encouraging success in those around him, has made him a  

tremendous asset to the Division, this District, and the community as a whole. 

Do you know your local resources? If not, it can be found at: 
 

http://corrections.ky.gov/reentry/Pages/Pre-ReleaseCommunityResources.aspx 
 

Please review the map to determine what District Area that you will need resources from and click on it.   
 

For those of you that do not have access to internet, please write: 
 

Kentucky Department of Corrections 

Reentry Branch 

PO Box 2400 

Frankfort, KY 40602-2400 

Attn: Melissa Moore 
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What does it take to break the cycle of criminal life and incarceration? The obstacles that are in 

store for the ex-offender, who is released into society, are enormous according to recent  studies 

conducted the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS). Once released from the criminal justice system,  

ex-offenders usually find reentering society a difficult process. The attitudes and behaviors that   

ensure survival in prison (being tough, intimidating or withdrawn) can work against building a   

stable social and emotional life. Officer Joy Somero is one officer that works tireless to ensure the 

reentry efforts works.   
 
Officer Somero facilitates many reentry programs. The Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) program 

MRT), is one of the many programs that is implemented in District 2 probation and parole. The 

goal of the MRT program is to give the offender the awareness of working on the inner-self by 

guiding the offender towards a new direction of making choices that will benefit the offender and 

his/her family. This program requires an intense will to change the attitude and behavior. In order to 

improve one’s life, one must have a willingness to learn new skills, and have an ability to overcome 

rejection time after time. Many of the individuals that have graduated from the program stated that 

Officer Joy Somero has given them the tools to identify and apply these skills. 
 
In addition, Officer Somero facilitates 24/7 Dads reentry program. The goal of this program is to 

give the skills and awareness dealing with all the issues of returning home to family life. According 

to the BJS (2014), more than 1.5 million children in the United States have parents in prison; and 

the children of inmates are five times more likely than average to serve time in prison when they 

become adults.  The 24/ Dads program is geared towards curbing these statistics. Many of our    

clients have graduated from this program.  Most of the clients speak highly of the class and Officer 

Somero. One client stated that since taking the class, he understands all the things needed to be a 

father. With the help of Officer Somero, he is able to work through his obstacles that were           

prohibiting him from being a good parent. 
 
For an ex-offender, making an honest living is vital to staying away from trouble and staying out of 

prison. Each needs to understand and overcome the challenges he/she may face when going back 

into the community. Officer Somero’s facilitation towards reentry programs has helped offenders to 

understand life goals and afford them the opportunity to make the necessary changes in life. At  

present, graduates of the program have maintained full time employment which is a big undertaking 

that most have not accomplished until now. Because of her willingness to put forth the time and 

effort to ensure each client gets the tools to be productive in society, Officer Joy Somero is a great 

example of why reentry programs are working. 

 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. (2014). FedStats, Retrieved November 30, 2015, www.ojp.usdoj. gov/bjs/ 

SPOTLIGHT ON REENTRY  

PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICER:  

JOY SOMERO,  DISTRICT 2, HOPKINSVILLE 

Written by: Kim Henagan, District 2, Supervisor 

Officer Joy Somero engages with 

clients in the Moral Reconation 

Therapy Program. 
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Cathy Edelen began working for the Education Department at Green River Correctional Complex 

in November, 1998.  She has not only been a dedicated Adult Education Instructor since that time, 

but has confirmed her love of teaching through the Pathfinders Program.  Pathfinders is a very     

demanding and intense six month pre/post release program for adult offenders.  Its goal is to      

graduate felony offenders with a balance of social and job skills and prepare them for an effective 

and satisfying life outside of prison walls. Mrs. Edelen uses her enthusiastic teaching style and 

great sense of humor to keep the inmate students motivated and challenged. There have been 462 

inmates to complete the program.  The prolonged success of this program is evident in the            

extremely low recidivism rates of Pathfinders’ graduates.   

 

Ms. Edelen cares as much today about the impact on the inmate population and the program’s    

mission as she did the day she started.  She does not allow the fact that her classroom is filled with 

convicted felons to hinder her wonderful teaching abilities.  Her personal commitment to quality is 

obvious in her graduates.  

SPOTLIGHT ON REENTRY:  

CATHY EDELEN,  GREEN RIVER CORRECTIONAL COMPLEX (GRCC) 

Written by: DeEdra Hart 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE THAT DOES REENTRY  OR  

OFFERS REENTRY SERVICES AND WOULD LIKE TO  

SPOTLIGHT THEM, PLEASE LET THIS OFFICE KNOW:   

MELISSAJ.MOORE@KY.GOV 
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YOU HAVE A VOICE!!! Want to use it??? 

Interested in joining a Kentucky Reentry Council in your area?? 

 

Kentucky Reentry Councils  

 

Kentucky Reentry is made up of reentry task forces or councils throughout the state of  

Kentucky. The reentry groups do not provide services for ex-offenders, nor do they have 

reentry programs. They are made up of individuals and organizations networking together 

to share information and improve the reentry process. The members may be organizations 

and/or individuals that provide services and/or have interests in helping. Each group is    

focused toward ex-offenders coming back to their areas, the issues involved, and making 

their community safer. 

 

The basic purpose of each group are: 

To address the current issues ex-offenders face 

To develop a network of resources and service providers within their area 

To communicate and advocate ex-offender issues to the community and their leaders. 

 

If you would like to join, please visit our updated website: www.kentuckyreentry.org for 

meeting dates, times and locations in your area! 

 

Also, visit us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/kentuckyreentry 

https://www.facebook.com/louisvillereentry 
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RESOURCES 
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RESOURCES 
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YOU ARE INVITED: 

                 STATISTICS SHOW: 

 

 

EDUCATION REDUCES RECIDIVISM 

Prisoners participating in educational       

programs were significantly less likely to be 

rearrested, reconvicted and re-incarcerated. 

 

Source: http://www.aecf.org/resources/

reentry-helping-former-prisoners-return-to-

communities 



THE TOOL BOX: Staff and Offender Newsletter  OCTOBER 2016 

“A SECOND CHANCE TO MAKE A FIRST IMPRESSION”             11                            1-877-INMATE4  OR  1-877-466-2834 

YOU ARE INVITED: 
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YOU’RE INVITED:  

 


